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For Hall Bookings please contact Alison Paterson. 
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Hello Everyone and welcome to the Autumn issue of our new Church 
Magazine. I hope it finds you well and that you have managed to enjoy 
a little of the lovely summer weather. In this issue we meet our      
Treasurer Tim and our Property Convenor Rab. We thank them for their          
contribution and the offering of their  ‘gifts and talents’ to the Church. If 
you too can help in any way either financially or in a more practical way 
then please do get in touch with them. 
Over the last 18 months, although Church life has been severely    
hampered by the pandemic, we have still been able to support in a 
small way a number of Charities such as Christian Aid, Crossreach, 
Leprosy Mission, UNICEF and World Vision. In this issue I have     
highlighted a number of other initiatives you might like to get involved 
with, Blythswood Shoebox Appeal (p5) , our sponsored child Genida 
Matias (p12), a Pop Up Good as New Shop (p19) as well as support for 
the Pantry  below. 
The article from Leo (p14) sent me on a trip down memory lane and so 
too the Cullen Skink recipe. It also led to my choice of front cover photo 
which I hope you agree symbolises the flavour of this magazine. If you 
have any memories, favourite hymns, bible verses, photos you would 
like to share, please do get in touch. Can I also request that anyone 
who has not returned the insert from the last magazine please do so. 
                                                                           Judith Hay  
                                                                Little Tullo , Edzell  DD9 7UU 

 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE  
 

This year’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be held on  Sunday 26th 
September in Edzell Church at 11.00am.  As with previous years the 
Kirk Session have agreed that all harvest gifts brought to the service 
are to be donated to Brechin Community Pantry. 
The Pantry have confirmed that they are currently short of the following 
items:- 
 

Food:- Tinned meat, tinned meat pies, tinned soup, tinned tomatoes, 
tinned baked beans, tea bags, jars coffee, sugar, breakfast cereal, 
fresh fruit and vegetables.  
Toiletries:- deodorants, shampoo, shower gel,  toilet rolls.  
Household items:- washing powder, washing-up liquid and finally ‘bags 
for life’. Cash donations are also welcomed. 
 

Can you please bring your donations to the service, if you are unable to 
attend and wish to have them collected or have any questions please 
contact Martin Dayman on 01356 660488.   
Thank you for your help on behalf of Brechin Community Pantry. 
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CROSS WORDS 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1Peter 1:16) 

 
The stone basin pictured below is located just inside the main door of 
the Edzell Church. It belonged to the former Lethnot Parish Kirk which 
was sadly closed in the early 1970s. That former church which was 
dated to 1827 was built on an earlier sixteenth century foundation 
which in turn was erected on a medieval one. It now stands a roofless 
but revealing ruin with memorials to former ministers and parishioners 
still visible. And we are working hard to ensure that Edzell does not go 
the same way!  
 

I read somewhere that the stone basin was thought to be a sixteenth 
century (or earlier) baptismal font. It was rediscovered over a century 
ago by the local minister being used to feed animals on a nearby croft 
or farm! He requisitioned and returned it to the parish church where it 
remained until transferred to Edzell.  
 

Such stone basins were a  common feature of medieval    Scottish 
churches and served a holy   purpose. Not only were they used for 

baptisms, but they were        
similarly  utilised for the ritual 
cleansing of vessels used in  
worship and as a stoup for holy 
water which worshippers would  
apply on entering the church. 
They were situated at the      
entrance of church buildings to 
signify and symbolise one was 
entering a sacred or  special 
place. So,  baptism marks a  
ritual cleansing and entry into 
the body of Christ which is the 
church. And Holy Water acted 
as a regular reminder in               
pre-Reformation times that one 
was entering the place set apart 
for worship – for an                
encounter with the Holy One-

And therefore, when we look at the old stone basin inside the door of 
our Edzell Church, although no longer filled with water, we are          
reminded that we are entering a sacred or special place. Here we     
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gather to worship God each Sunday and mark significant rites of     
passage in our lives with baptisms, wedding services, and funerals. It 
reminds us of our relationship with God and one another, and of God’s 
call to be holy by walking before him and one another in love.  
 

It is because the Edzell Church holds a distinct place in our hearts that 
we have invested much time, labour, and money to make it a place fit 
for purpose in this 21st century. The new windows let in more light; the 
new audio/visual enhance our worship experience, as does the new 
lighting; the new heating system helps to ensure that we can worship in 
comfort, and the new carpet adds to the overall aesthetic. We are truly 
grateful to everyone that supported the Church Development Project. 
And I’m looking forward to marking its completion with a special 
Thanksgiving Service once the Covid restrictions are lifted.  
 

The building is an aid to us fulfilling God’s call to devote ourselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and   
prayer (Acts 2:42). And therefore, the sanctuary is a place set apart 
(sanctified) for the ministry of word and sacrament. Let us continue to 
support our local church. And let us be grateful for the additional       
facilities provided by the hall and kitchen. It is our heritage and our  
children’s inheritance. Let us worship God. Let us persevere in faith, 
hope, and love. A warm welcome awaits.  
 
God bless,  
Wayne  
 

 

BLYTHSWOOD 2021 Shoebox Appeal 
 

Blythswood delivered 75,218 gift filled boxes to eight countries in    
Eastern Europe in 2020. We didn’t collect shoeboxes last year but 
would anyone be interested in supporting the Appeal this year?   
  Please get in touch with Judith. 
 
“It may be that this year you have difficulty in finding empty shoeboxes. 
If this is the case, please use a drawstring bag instead (like a gym 
bag). The maximum size should be 400mm x 300mm which can hold 
as much as an average sized shoebox. We also request that the   
drawstring bag is not plastic as the bag itself is a useful item to give to    
people. Blythswood Care ask that each shoebox, if possible has a 
toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, sweets, toy/gift, scarf, gloves and hat, 
and some item of underwear. “ 
                                                           blythswood.org 
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MEET THE TEAM– TIM  

How would you introduce yourself?   
I am Tim Ambrose, and live with my 
partner Debbie in Little Brechin. I have 
three daughters, and now four      
grandchildren, after each of my girls 
had a little baby boy last year.   My 
grand-daughter Tessa has just started 
school in Elgin. We have two dogs, and 
look after a couple of once feral cats. 
What is your role within Edzell 
church?   I am the Treasurer, after 
taking over last summer from John 
Clark who had served for over ten years.    I am a retired Chartered 
Accountant, and act as trustee and advisor to a number of charities, 
which keeps me very busy.    
What does being Treasurer involve?    The Treasurer must  keep 
accurate records of all the Kirk's income from its various sources, and 
pay the bills, making sure the Bank accounts are all square and       
correct.  I prepare a monthly summary of the income and expenses for 
the Kirk Session, and each year the Treasurer must prepare the formal 
annual Accounts on behalf of the Kirk Session, which are presented to 
the Presbytery and Congregation, and to the Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator. 
How has your work been affected by the Covid pandemic?   The 
last year has been very difficult for the Kirk, with lockdowns enforced 
closures, and even when services have been allowed, there have been 
restrictions on numbers and singing.  The weekly collections have    
obviously been lower or impossible, but costs like insurance   continue. 
It costs around £2,500 every month to keep the Kirk    going, before 
any exceptional repairs or similar costs. The Kirk  receives some      
valuable income from groups using the Hall, such as the Edzell     
Playgroup, but everything else has to come from the congregation. 
What have you done in response?   Perhaps fortunately,         
lockdowns have coincided with the work on upgrading the heating and 
lighting within the Kirk which would have been very disruptive anyway, 
and the new audio-visual system has allowed the Kirk services to 
reach people in their homes. The church itself is now warmer and 
brighter, and very welcoming. I have been helping Andy and others 
with preparing various grant applications, cash flow forecasts and VAT 
reclaims.  
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How can the congregation help?    Many members make regular 
monthly donations directly through their banks, and this regular income 
is extremely valuable to the Kirk.   Others have made one-off donations 
because they have not been able to get in to the Kirk itself.   I am very 
supportive of Gift Aid claims, as I love getting money back from the 
taxman!   And don't forget the value of a  legacy to the Kirk.   If anyone 
wants to discuss these matters, please do contact me at Gowan Court, 
Little Brechin, DD9 7QY, or by e-mail at 
 timambrose1954@hotmail.com    
 
                                                              
Would you rather donate online?  You can 
do so via our church website or you can 
go direct to our just giving page by typing 
  justgiving.com/edzelllethnotglenesk Into 
your search engine or using your smart 
phone to scan our QR code. Once there 
you can choose to  either donate or      
fundraise. 
                              
                           

                                  EASYFUNDRAISING 
                                  Over £400 raised to date. 
Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you shop online! 

Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE         
donations for the Church no matter what you’re buying. These           

donations really help us, so please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy 
and FREE! You can get started at  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elgchc/?
utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2 

 

mailto:timambrose1954@hotmail.com
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MEET THE TEAM - RAB 
 

How would you introduce     
yourself? Hello I am Robert            
Paterson, but better known as 
Rab. I am  married to Alison – for 
40 years January 2022. We have 
2 children Katy (Speech and        
Language   Therapist) and Lisa 
(Special Needs Teacher). We also 
have 4 amazing grandchildren – 
Alexa (6), Lucia (4), Ethan (3) and 
Zack (7mths). We came to live in 
Edzell in 1990. 
What do you like most about Edzell and the surrounding     area? I 
love Edzell, as does Alison and all our family. The  countryside is 
amazing. There are so many   areas to walk and visit on our doorstep. 
The village has been very   welcoming to us and we have made many 
long time friends. Glen Esk and Glen Lethnot are both beautiful glens 
but are also very different.  

What is your role within Edzell Church? I am the Property       
Convenor for Edzell Church. Basically I look after the physical church 
and try to keep it in as good condition as possible. If it is a small issue I 
will fix it, but if it is something larger I will arrange for it to be fixed. 
 

Is there a hymn/Christian song that is special to you? Why? One 
of my favourite hymns is “Stand Up Stand Up for Jesus”. We sang this 
on Sunday 29th August. I remember it from Primary School (a long time 
ago!) and still remember the words. A feel-good hymn! 
 

Is there a particular Bible verse/passage that you like to turn to? 
Why? 1st Corinthians Chapter 13 – this is about Love and is the    
reading used at many weddings. It means a lot to me especially after 
nearly 40 years of marriage! Verse 13 – And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. Powerful words! 
 

During this Pandemic many people have taken up a new pastime. 
Are you one of them? If so what? I have played more golf during 
the pandemic. We lost our dog (Holly) also so we no longer had her to 
walk. But myself and 3 others from the church have started doing 
some longer walks. We have just completed Schiehallion – a Munro 
and possibly one of the most iconic Scottish hills. It has been very    
rewarding. 
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Also during this Pandemic there has been a revival in home  
cooking and baking. What’s been your favourite lockdown     
recipe? Before lockdown Alison insisted that I do some cooking, 
so every Tuesday I would do the cooking. The first meal I made was 
“Seafood Pie with Leeks and Blue Cheese”. As a first recipe it was 
not simple but the taste is fantastic and well worth the effort! 

What is your hope for Edzell Church in the year ahead? I really 
want to lose the masks and be allowed to sing properly in church. I 
want fellowship within the church to return! 
  

 

NOTES FROM THE KIRK SESSION 
 

A Kirk Session meeting took place on 10th August. It was noted that 
COVID restrictions are now easing considerably, even if it’s          

frustrating that face-masks remain compulsory. It’s difficult singing 
with a mask on! 

New technology has helped to provide diversity in the Services        
provided, with music now regularly played over the new A-V            

system.  Gill Reid is keen to re-start the choir, however, so the         
requirement for an organist, at least monthly, is still on the cards. 

Wayne expects that we will hold a Communion Service when safe to 
do so. 

There had been talk of a Union between Edzell-Lethnot-Glenesk and 
Fern-Careston-Menmuir, but this has now been deferred, as FCM’s 
office bearers have agreed to continue, which had been the main   

issue driving a closer association.  
Forthcoming events included a visit from Goodenough College          

students staying at the Burn, a Baptism scheduled for September and 
a wedding due to take place in late October. The Church is in         

demand again! 
Rab reported on a number of property issues, including a problem 

with the condition of the tower walls and rot at the front door. Several 
folk had contributed to the upkeep of the grounds. The boundary wall 
is in various states of disrepair and will have to be rebuilt, with some     

damage caused by expanding tree-roots. 
As reported elsewhere, the project is now almost complete, with    

heating, lighting, electrical, A/V. all done and the carpets now laid.  

Very sadly, the Playgroup will wind up in mid-September, due to     
several factors, but the loss of rental is a serious blow to                   

finances.  Please pass on that the Hall space is available to hire at 
very reasonable rates! 

                                                              Andy  Turnbull 
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  NOTES FROM PRESBYTERY 
 
 
 

I am Edzell Church’s presbytery elder and my role is to attend Angus 
presbytery meetings and liaise back with the Kirk session on matters 

relevant and /or of interest to Edzell Kirk session. Since the Covid     
outbreak, all meetings have been held online via Zoom but it is hoped 

we will go back to in person meetings in Forfar fairly soon.  
Edzell Church is part of the presbytery of Angus, however there is 
change ahead and we expect next year to be part of a new much     

larger presbytery, as the presbyteries of Stirling, Dunkeld + Meigle,      
Dundee, Angus and Perth all amalgamate.    

Presbytery’s role is to support all the congregations within its bounds. 
We discuss a wide range of items at these bi-monthly meetings such as 

prayer initiatives, the ‘Doorstep Carols’ organised last Christmas with 
radio North Angus, changes and upgrades to church buildings, training, 

for example ‘Safeguarding’ and keeping us up to date with the latest 
Covid guidance. And as you can imagine we’ve had lots of      advice 

and information on Covid. 
Being part of a much larger presbytery is going to have its challenges, 

however one of the benefits I have already seen is the sharing of 
knowledge, 2 of our elders took part in Safeguarding training 2 weeks 

ago, this well organised Zoom event was organised by Dundee       
Presbytery and valued by those attending.  

We get to know of events organised by other churches that may        
interest you, please keep an eye on the Church magazine, the website 

and Facebook page where the information is posted.  
One such event that I know is already being organised is the Dundee 
Nativity, performances of which have been part of the programme for 

the traditional Christmas Lights event in Dundee city centre for the last 
10 years. Covid has changed this and so this year it will once again be 
professionally filmed and available to watch online or by DVD. Using 
drama, music and dance, it promotes the celebration in a way that is 
funny, thought-provoking and for all ages. Further information as it     

becomes available but I hear rehearsals start this week.  
 

Heather Gow 
 

 

Point to Ponder 

“ A word of encouragement can make the difference between giving up 

or going on” 
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AUTUMN PRAYER 
 

 

Dear Lord and Father, 
As the harvest is now in full swing we give thanks for the bounty of 
Your creation. We hear the distant thrum of the combine harvesters 
and enjoy the gold of the stubble fields and the deepening shadows as 
we move into autumn. The birds have started to gather and we hear 
them twittering as they start to prepare for their journey south to   
warmer climes over the winter months. Thankyou Lord that we are able 
to enjoy and be healed by the power of nature. Help us to do what we 
can to care for Your creation and to help others to enjoy it too. 
 
There are many parts of the world that are in turmoil at the moment. 
This is causing many people to take risks,  to leave their home      
countries and seek refuge elsewhere. Lord we pray for all refugees, for 
those who have no home, those who are unable to get food or medical 
aid, those living long term in refugee camps. We pray for all the aid  
organisations and the volunteers who are working to help refugees 
from those who live in the camps to those who try and cross the   
Channel in small boats in search of a better life. We ask that the richer 
countries will show wisdom and compassion as they make the best  
decisions regarding refugees and that we too do what we can,       
however small, to reach out and help any refugees that might come 
into our communities. Help us Lord never to take for granted all that we 
enjoy that makes our lives comfortable and safe. 
 
We are grateful Lord that we can worship You without fear of           
persecution. We are free to express our beliefs, to try our best to live 
our lives as You would wish us to. We pray for all Christians around 
the world that they too will feel free openly to worship and express their 
faith, to reach out to others and help their communities in the name of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Amen  

 

The Prayer Group  have continued to have a time of prayer on a Friday 
morning each in their own homes and are happy to receive your      
personal prayer requests in strictest confidence by phoning or texting 
Gill  07732 978653 or emailing reid.edzell@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:reid.edzell@gmail.com
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WORLD VISION 

For many years now the Church has sponsored a child through World 
Vision. In 2020 we were linked up to a new child. 

This is Genida Matias Albetto  and her 
birthday is on the 15th June. She lives in 
Namaita in a mountainous, rural  area of 
Mozambique with her parents. Her     
father and mother are both unemployed. 
She has three brothers and two sisters. 
She goes to Primary School and is in 
year 2 where her  favourite subject is 
reading. At home she helps out by 
sweeping the floor but when she does 
have free time she loves playing group 
games. 

 World Vision started working  alongside 
the Namaita community in 2020 and 
plan to remain there to effect change 
until 2032. The Church is her only  
sponsor, but donations do not go       

directly to her and her family, but are used to support her               
community. The money given each month ( £28) will be used to give 
the children clean water, nutritious food, healthcare, education and a 
way to earn a living as will  as help form Community Care groups to 
protect children from issues like child labour, early marriage and 
abuse. The friendship built up through letters and cards that we send 
to the child is intended to bring hope and encouragement. We can  
also send small item such as the following but everything needs to fit 
in an A4 envelope. Stickers,   bandanas, pencils, postcards, hair     
ribbons, bookmarks, colouring books, small puzzles, paper airplanes,  
balloons, small notebooks, coloured pencils, pencil sharpeners, small 
and flat handmade items like paintings or drawings. Things we can’t 
send are money of any currency (it could be confiscated), jewellery, 
crayons (they could melt!), toys or items that look expensive,           
potentially scary items such as fake spiders or snakes, keepsakes or 
items of great sentimental value, food or candy.  

 For a number of years now Joanna Cook has taken care of the      
correspondence and we thank her very much. Now we have a new 
child there is the opportunity for others to get involved . Interested  in 
corresponding with Genida then please contact Judith. 
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CHILDREN’S 

CLUB 

Activity packs are 
now available at 
the Church door  
for use during the 
Service. 
Now try these   
puzzles. 
Jesus asked 12 
men to be his     
disciples, to follow 
him and tell others 
about God. They 
were all different 
people and neither 
of them perfect but 
they all wanted to try to be more like Jesus and spread the good news 
about him. In the arrow above you can find what Jesus asks you and 
me too.  

Try and unjumble the 

letters to find their 

names. 

1. PREET 

2. MAJES 

3. HONJ 

4. WREAND 

5. HIPPIL 

6. WEBROTHAMLO 

7. AWTHMET 

8. MOTASH 

9. SMEAJ 

10. DUTHSEAD 

11. NOIMS 

12. SUDJA 

Answers inside back 
page or by reading 
Mark 3:13-19 
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      EDZELL LETHNOT GLENESK GUILD 
The Guild have no plans to resume meetings just yet. We have      
however chosen the two charitable projects to support this year.  

‘Home for Good, Scotland’ which seeks to find a home for homeless 
children in Scotland and ‘Starchild’ which helps children with learning 

difficulties to be schooled alongside their peers in Uganda.  
Speakers are invited to come and tell us about their charity’s work. We 
raise funds by e.g. holding coffee mornings and bring and buy sales. 

All  suggestions for fundraising would be greatly appreciated.         
Hoping to see you all soon.                                                                      

Doris Alston 01356 648239  and  Pat Glaister 01356 660383 

 

MEMORIES FROM CANADA 

 “Our Days in Edzell” 

The summer of ’97 had  Margaret 
and I wrestling with question      
surrounding retirement. We were 
in our thirty-first year of ministry in 
St. Andrew’s. The family had settled 
in the area, and we had bought a  
house and were ready to  retire and          settle  
in, but….. We realized we had to be away while the  congregation 
went through the process of        selecting a new minister. In the fall of 
’97 we visited with family in     Aberdeen and saw a notice in the Press 
and Journal, “cottage for rent in Edzell”, On further inquiry we discov-
ered the owner was away on holiday. . So the door closed on that            
opportunity as we had to return to Canada.  

Then in the Spring of ’98, (retirement complete) we were back in      
Aberdeen where we placed a note in the P&J looking for                   
accommodation and that is when the promise of Romans 8: 28         
became so abundantly clear. God does truly , ‘move in mysterious 
ways”. We received a phone call from Edzell in response to our note. 
The outcome was that Margaret and I moved into residence in the  
Stables on Dunlappie Road. (It was apparent the Lord wanted us to be 
in Edzell) We are so pleased to say that we were so warmly received 
by our neighbours and the folk in the village. It was like being at home.  

That first year in Edzell I had a “wee” job as guide at “Fasque  in     
Fettercairn. While I was away each day Margaret enjoyed meeting  



 15 

with members of the church for Bible Study and Prayer, learning to 
play bridge,  and joining the exercise programs in Brechin. Our    
original plan was to stay for six months in Scotland and then return 
home. When we checked we discovered there had been no      
movement in the search for the new minister. So we decided to stay 
in Edzell for the winter. Our first winter was a real joy – no snow to 
shovel – no icy roads to contend with and no freezing cold.  
In January of ’99 Rev John Forbes announced his intention to retire – 
Easter Sunday would be his last day. Then again Romans 8 became 
abundantly clear. Margaret and I met John on Dunlappie Road where 
he told us he had given my name to the Presbytery of Angus as a    
possible locum for the Edzell/Lethnot Parish Church. He said to us, 
“the church is here and you are you so why not” With Session and        
Presbytery’s approval an absolutely beautiful and wonderful             
experience began. The church was in the midst of Project 2000 
which was an outstanding church and community undertaking. With 
excellent leadership it was just amazing to see how everyone took 
part giving of time, talent, energy and resources to bring about the 
success of that great event. The events, designs, ideas and a      
constant pitching in was a wonder to behold. I enjoyed  the support of 
the session and members of the congregation, the joy of gathering 
with the children in the schools each week, going to Fern, Lethnot 
and Tarfside and the Maule Church. It was all a very “uplifting” time.  
Then, of course, there were the members of the youth group and the 
Mount Keen challenge (when I reached the summit I was sure I could 
see all the way to John O” Groats) and the church treasurer           
informing the congregation that “everyone in the church were       
winners` in the result of the climb. As the New Year came upon us I 
had the privilege of joining a few of the men at the Kirk to toll the bell 
and welcome the new millennium. Another great honour was to stand 
side by side with Rev John Forbes, shovels in hand,   turning the sod 
for the new church hall.  As Spring came around the call to the Rev 
Alex Forsythe was approved and a new era was to begin in Edzell. 
Back home in Arnprior a new minister had been called also so the 
door was open for us to ``gang awa hame.`` Margaret and I had a 
wonderful ministry and time in the village and community among 
some very special members of God`s great family   To each and  
everyone we extend our grateful appreciation.  
To conclude we would say, : “To God be the glory, great things he 
has done”  and continues to do in the life and work of the Edzell  
Lethnot Glenesk Parish Church and community.                                                                                                                              
                                                                            Rev Leo Hughes 
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Point to Ponder 

“People from the past can give us pointers for the present” 

 

In the first issue of the magazine, we visited the Lindsay Burial Aisle 
and from there made our way to the Edzell Church. Here the distance 
between two sites is a little larger. For earlier I referred to the now 
roofless Parish Church in Glen Lethnot. And I wish to return to the 
grounds of that old ruin. One of the most striking and ornate tomb 
stones in the graveyard located in front of the church marks the     
resting place of James Black. The stone, pictured below, is a Slab or 
Ledger Stone which was not uncommon in the 18th century. The moss 
and lichen-covered weathered memorial depicted various farming   
implements, as well as biblical scenes from the Parable of the Sower 
and of The Reaper. It was originally commissioned by Mr Black for his 
wife who died on 6 June 1745 at the age of 65. And there follows a 
barely legible inscription and poem dedicated to her.      

James was interred with his wife, 
Jannet, five years later. And the 
following words added to the   
lower part of the gravestone. 
‘James Black, Born at Mill of  
Lethnot, dy’d Oct 24, 1750, at 
Wood of Dalbog. Chiefly built the 
Bridge of  Gannochie, and doted 
for the support of it 50 merks 
Scots: Besides 1000 merks for 
other Bridges and pious uses: 
viz. 500 merks for a Schoolmr. 
At   Tillibardin: 300 merks toward 
building a Bridge at Balrownie, 
with 200 merks to the poor of  
Fettercairn. No Bridge on Earth 
can be a Pass for Heav’n. To 
generous deeds Let yet due 
Praise be given. Memento – 
1746 – mori.  

GLEN LETHNOT TO THE GANNOCHY 
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Yes, James Black, originally of Lethnot, owned the farm of Wood at 
Dalbog and supported many worthy causes. And we have his         
generosity to thank for the Gannochy Bridge. Responding to the need 
for a safe crossing after some locals had perished attempting to cross 
the North Esk while in spate, he not only paid for the bridge which was 
completed in 1732 but even helped in its construction. And his          
example brings to mind the words of 2 Corinthians 9:7-9: Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under             
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make 
all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all 
times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written, “He has 
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures 
forever.”  I often think of Mr Black when driving over the said bridge en 
route to Glenesk and thank the Lord for his common grace seen in the 
generosity of such people. I similarly want to thank everyone who   
supported the Edzell Church Development Project and who regularly 
contribute to our maintenance and mission. May God continue to be 
gracious to us and bless us. And may we continue to use our time,   
talents, and treasures for the glory of God and the good of others.  
                                                                                   Wayne    
 
 

EDZELL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT FUND 
It is now more than 10years since the first meeting was held in Eileen 
Cowie’s home to discuss the need to repair /replace the Church      
windows after Martin, then Property convenor  brought  their state of 
repair to the attention of the Kirk Session. Shortly after that first     
meeting money began being donated and Eileen and Ian Jardine 
opened the Development Fund Account.  
Over the years various wish lists were investigated and priced until the 
final Project was drawn up and the fundraising was started in earnest. 
It has taken a long time to complete the various components and an 
amazing effort from all in our small village who gave up their time and 
helped fund the Project. (over £150k).  
Martin’s expertise in discussing and drawing up the details of the    
Heating, Lighting and Electrics has been invaluable and also Douglas’s 
expertise with the Audio Visual however now that  the Project has been 
completed and the remaining monies in the Development Fund have 
been transferred to the General Account  I would like to pay special 
thanks to Eileen for her unwavering support and Ian who has diligently 
kept the accounts all this time. Thank you.    
                                                                                   Judith 
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RECIPE CORNER 
 

Rab’s Seafood Pie with Leeks and Blue Cheese. (Really chosen when  
Alison gave him an ultimatum after 6 weeks of Chicken Fajitas. A recipe for another 
time!) 
 

         700g floury potatoes;   

         450g Haddock,                                 350g leeks; 

         350ml milk;                                       75g butter;  

        salt & pepper;                                    grated nutmeg  

        3tbsp plain flour,                               125g stilton cheese;                                           

        4tbsp single cream;                           225g peeled prawns 

 
Peel potatoes ; slice into 1/4ins thick slices; add to boiling water 

and cook for 5 minutes until softened.; Drain 

Place fish in shallow pan; pour on 50ml of milk; season; cover and 
poach for 5 minutes; Drain but reserve fluid; flake fish 

Slice leeks; melt 1/3 butter in pan and fry leeks for 3 minutes; add 
grated nutmeg; lightly butter a 1,7l pie dish and place on baking 
sheet 

 For sauce melt rest of butter in small saucepan; add flour and 
cook stirring for 1 minute; off heat blend in milk and reserved 
fish fluid 

Return pan to heat and cook stirring until sauce is thickened;   
crumble in cheese; add cream and season 

Mix fish, prawns and leeks in prepared dish; layer potatoes over  
filling; pour sauce on top; bake at 190 degC for 45 minutes. 

 

Tim’s favourite foods are Cullen Skink and fish ‘n’ chips, from any of 
the excellent places around here. Below I have added a recipe for  
Cullen Skink ( Smoked Haddock Soup ) taken from  the 1993 Church   
Recipe Book accredited to Jenny Turnbull. 
 
Cullen Skink 

 
1 Smoked Haddock                        1-2oz butter 
1 chopped onion                             salt and pepper 
1 pint milk 
Potatoes ( mashed) - quantity depends on the desired consistency of 
the soup. To pass Tim’s test the spoon must stand up in it! 
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Place the haddock in a pan with just enough water to cover. Bring to 
the boil, add onion and cook for 5-10mins. Remove fish from the pan 
and flake. Add slightly warmed milk to the pan and enough hot mashes 
potatoes to give a creamy consistency. Stir in fish, butter and season 
to taste. 

In our Project 2000 a Cooks Tour video Recipe Booklet , Dorothy 
Smith also added 2-3 tablespoons double cream at the same time as 
the butter 

 We are certainly encouraging the support of the fish vans who make a 
weekly visit to our village and fish is good for you! 
 

“GOOD AS NEW POP UP SHOP” 

We hope to run a Pop Up Shop in the Church Hall between  Saturday 

9th October and Wednesday 20th October. Exact opening details will 

be advertised on the Church notice board, website and Facebook page 

at the end of September. The proceeds will go towards the upkeep of 

the Church. Items can be put forward for sale only on the                    

understanding that if they are unsold at the end of the ’shop’ they are 

to be collected by you again. To comply with COVID regulations,    

contact details will be needed for everyone involved, facemasks  will 

need to be worn and cleaning undertaken. For this Shop to go ahead 

we need to know that we have enough volunteers . Are you able to 

help? Shifts are from 10am—1pm and 1pm—4pm (1.30pm—4.30pm 

on Sundays) For more information, offer donations or to sign up for a 

shift please  contact Judith today. If enough people are interested then 

a meeting will be held the last week of September to finalise details. 

Please spread the word. Donation of new items and handcrafts are  

also welcome. 

 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 

 

Disciples Names. 

1. Peter  2. James  3. John  4. Andrew  5. Philip  6. Bartholomew  7. Matthew  8. Thomas  

9. James  10. Thaddeus  11. Simon  12. Judas.  
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We thank you then, O Father,  

for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food. 

Accept the gifts we offer 

for all your love imparts, 

with what we know your long for: 

our humble, thankful hearts. 

 

Matthias Claudius (1740 –1815) 

Translated Jane Montgomery Campbell (1817—1878) 

 

To reduce the carbon footprint of this magazine it has been printed and distributed 

using recycled paper 
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