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Edzell Church Virtual Service 24 May 2020 
 

Praise: Thy Hand, O God has guided  

 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 

 thy flock, from age to age;  

their wondrous tale is written,  

full clear, on every page;  

thy people owned thy goodness,  

and we their deeds record;  

and both of this bear witness;  

one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  

 

Thy heralds brought glad tidings  

to greatest as to least;  

they bade men rise, and hasten  

to share the great King's feast;  

and this was all their teaching,  

in every deed and word,  

to all alike proclaiming  

one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  

 

Through many a day of darkness,  

through many a scene of strife,  

the faithful few fought bravely,  

to guard the nation's life.  

Their gospel of redemption,  

sin pardoned, man restored,  

was all in this enfolded:  

one Church, one Faith, one Lord.  

 

Thy mercy will not fail us,  

nor leave thy work undone;  

with thy right hand to help us,  

thy victory shall be won;  

and then, by all creation,  

thy name shall be adored,  

and this shall be their anthem:  

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLQk7m7Edzg 

 

Lord’s Prayer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLQk7m7Edzg
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Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy Name.  

Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth,  

As it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading: Psalm 34 

 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

    his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
2 My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 

    let the humble hear and be glad. 
3 Oh, magnify the LORD with me, 

    and let us exalt his name together! 
4 I sought the LORD, and he answered me 

    and delivered me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to him are radiant, 

    and their faces shall never be ashamed. 
6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

    and saved him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the LORD encamps 

    around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

    Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 
9 Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, 

    for those who fear him have no lack! 
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger; 

    but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. 
11 Come, O children, listen to me; 

    I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
12 What man is there who desires life 

    and loves many days, that he may see good? 
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13 Keep your tongue from evil 

    and your lips from speaking deceit. 
14 Turn away from evil and do good; 

    seek peace and pursue it. 
15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 

    and his ears toward their cry. 
16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

    to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17 When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 

    and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is near to the broken-hearted 

    and saves the crushed in spirit. 
19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

    but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
20 He keeps all his bones; 

    not one of them is broken. 
21 Affliction will slay the wicked, 

    and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 
22 The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 

    none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

 

Praise: Be still my soul 

 

Be still my soul the Lord is on thy side 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain 

Leave to thy God to order and provide 

In every change He faithful will remain 

Be still my soul thy best, thy heavenly friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end 

 

Be still my soul when dearest friends depart 

And all is darkened in the vale of tears 

Then shalt thou better know His love His heart 

Who comes to soothe thy sorrow and thy fears 

Be still my soul the waves and winds shall know 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below 

 

Be still my soul the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord 

When disappointment grief and fear are gone 
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Sorrow forgot love's purest joys restored 

Be still my soul when change and tears are past 

All safe and blessed we shall meet at last 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9zHn4QSH-8 

 

Sermon: The LORD is near 

 

Psalm 34:18 – The LORD is near 
 

Our text this week is found in Psalm 34 where we are specifically told at verse 

18 that The LORD is near to the broken-hearted and saves the crushed in spirit 

(Ps.34:18).  

 

While it is heartening to find that many, if not most of you, are keeping well and 

are in relatively good spirits, today, I want to share a word with those who find 

themselves struggling and suffering spiritually and psychologically speaking.  

 

While we can see a little light at the end of the tunnel of the coronavirus crisis, 

some will possibly be anxious and fearful of yet contracting the virus, 

particularly as the current restrictions are eased in the coming weeks and 

months. I am also very conscious of the damage being done by the restrictions 

themselves rather than the actual disease. The impact of continuous isolation for 

some, of postponements of needful medical treatments for others, and the 

economic consequences of the lengthy lockdown understandably weigh heavily 

with many people. Many business owners are facing bankruptcy. Countless 

people worry whether they will have a job to return to and wonder how they are 

going to make ends meet. And if that was not bad enough folks are bombarded 

day and night with messages of doom and gloom from the media, the World 

Health Organisation, and from politicians.  

 

Some will be asking where is God in all this? The perennial question of how a 

God of love could allow such suffering in our world will be posed by many. 

Some may question the utility of faith. Others may be tempted to turn their 

backs on God. Others however, are turning back to God and rediscovering 

comfort and confidence in God through Christ Jesus. 

 

Pain and suffering are not alien to the Bible. Nor to God who came into our 

world and suffered and died for our sake in the person of Jesus. He empathises 

and sympathises with us in whatever circumstances we find ourselves in. 

Moreover, he comes to our aid. The Bible says: ‘a bruised reed he will not 

break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench’. God says to us, ‘fear not, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9zHn4QSH-8
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for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 

will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand’ (Isa.41:10). 

 
Let us therefore turn to our text where we are taught that: 

 

1. God is close: The LORD is near 

a) God is omnipresent…  

b) God will never abandon us as orphans… whatever we face, we need not face 

it alone… Thou I walk through the valley of the shadow of death… 

c) God is omniscient, that is, he is all-knowing and therefore knows what we are 

going through… 

 

2. God cares: The LORD is near to the broken-hearted and saves the crushed in 

spirit. 

a) God’s love heals and makes whole… 

b) God’s light dispels our darkness… 

c) God listens to our cries… 

 

3. God keeps covenant: The LORD is near 

a) God keeps his promises to his people… 

b) God’s control is ultimately for our good… all things work for the good of 

those who love God… 

c) God’s Christ is confirmation of his faithfulness and fatherly love… 

 

4. God calls you: 

a) To hear and heed… 

b) To take heart… 

c) To find hope and offer hallelujahs… 

 

May he bless you and keep you. Amen. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/1142790689184754/videos/2911420052261112/ 

 

Prayer of Intercession: by Esther McGregor 

 

Let us take time today to be still and remember that God is with us and He is 

always faithful. 

 

Let us pray, Heavenly Father, 

For the beauty of the earth ...  we give You thanks. 

For the beauty of the sky. ...  we give You thanks. 

For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies... We give You 

thanks. 

https://www.facebook.com/1142790689184754/videos/2911420052261112/
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Christ our God to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 

 

Forgive us Father when we forget to praise you.  To come before You with 

thankfulness in our hearts. 

 

We pray, Father, for an end to Covid19. 

For our medical staff on the front line.  May they be enabled and empowered to 

look after sick patients and also find a vaccine for this virus.  Also, may patients 

with any illness be looked after as best as they can be. 

 

When this trial ends let us come together in celebration.  Happy to be back at 

church, with our Minister teaching us the Gospel.  We give thanks for Wayne, 

Margaret and their family and ask you to deliver them from this unsettling time. 

Help us to re-start our ECDF and we give thanks for the generosity of all the 

people who have donated already. 

 

Today we remember all who live alone who have a bigger battle than most of 

us.  We ask your blessing on them and all the people who help them in different 

ways. 

 

We pray for the bereaved who have lost a loved one because of Covid19 and 

also for others.  “God will wipe away every tear” 

 

Lastly Father help us to carry on through and out the other side of this trial. 

 

All prayer is spoken in Jesus name.    Amen. 

 

Praise: Will your anchor hold 

 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 

 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 

 

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 

When the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 
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When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 

Will your anchor drift or firm remain? 

 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 

Steadfast and sure while the billows roll, 

Fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQQO8v-0VBo 

 

Benediction: And the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forevermore. AMEN. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQQO8v-0VBo

